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Balmy and under a thin canopy of clouds, The 
Salmon Center’s annual fundraiser, Music on the 
Estuary, raised money for the nonprofit organiza-
tion’s community amphitheater project. 

On Saturday, the second official day of summer, 
friends of the center and North Mason residents 
gathered on the Salmon Center grounds in Belfair 
with lawn chairs in hand, ready for a day of perfor-
mances from five Pacific Northwest bands.

Music on the Estuary, in addition to being a fun-
draiser, is an open house to introduce North Mason 
residents to the property. 

“It’s off the beaten path. It’s right next to our 
beautiful nature trails, but a lot of people just don’t 
know that we’re open to the public and they can just 
pop in at any time,” said Salmon Center Executive 

Director Mendy Harlow.
The Salmon Center houses the Hood Canal Salm-

on Enhancement Group, which helps restore salmon 
habitat in the region. In addition to re-establishing 
healthy salmon populations throughout Hood Canal 
area rivers, the center’s work also includes commu-
nity outreach and elementary education programs. 
At the Salmon Center’s headquarters is a working 
farm, an agricultural oasis open to the public. 

On edge of the Union River Estuary, the Salmon 

Sound of music fills Estuary fundraiser
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From the California burger, 
to the peanut butter bacon 
burger, to new dishes honoring 
Pacific Northwest roots, Burg-
er Claim & More has officially 
become a part of the Belfair 
community.

The new business, a sib-
ling to the original fast-casual 
Burger Claim located north 

of Centralia, opened up shop 
June 24 at 24171 state Route 
3. 

On the menu in the new 
Belfair locale is the 27-burger 
menu with expanded selec-
tions for breakfast, lunch and 
a full bar. 

Veterans in the restaurant 
industry, Burger Claim & More 
owners Don and Rena Morris 
are no strangers to gourmet 
burgers. Don has been in the 

culinary industry for four de-
cades, and helped open casinos 
throughout Washington. Rena, 
who has a degree in the culi-
nary arts, spent time as an ex-
ecutive chef while also teach-
ing culinary arts. 

Watching the culinary tide, 
Don and Rena Morris observed 
a trend of gourmet burger res-
taurants popping up across the 
United States about 10 years 
ago. They noticed that there 

was an absence of specialty 
burger stands in the South 
Sound region, and decided to 
set up their own shop to fill 
that void. Throughout the 
years, Belfair residents made 
the trip down to Centralia and 
asked the owners to open up a 
second location in North Ma-
son.

After almost a decade in 
business, the Morrises were 
looking for a second location 

and a customer connected 
them with an available build-
ing in Belfair. With the second 
location, the owners decided 
to update the second Burger 
Claim format to a full-service 
restaurant and bar. With 
breakfast and lunch options 
added to the menu, dishes rem-
iniscent of the Puget Sound 
are also a new prominent  

Burger Claim & More brings fresh flavors to Belfair

The Salmon Center raises  
money for amphitheater project

Olympia-based 
folk rock 
band Hopkins 
Switch 
performs June 
22 at The 
Salmon Center 
in Belfair.  The 
Music on the 
Estuary event 
raised funds 
for the center’s 
amphitheater 
project. 
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feature of Burger Claim & More, with prawns, oyster 
burgers and clam fritters. 

“Because we’re near the canal, we wanted to add 
some of the local flair to the menu,” Don Morris said.  

Ground Angus chuck is at the base of every Burger 
Claim burger and each is built upon new combinations, 
including the unusual peanut butter bacon burger 
topped with jalapenos — a unique hit. 

 “We do some research and look for bold items, fresh 
items. People are looking for fresh, so we’re always 
looking for that fresh, fresh taste,” Don Morris said.

More than 40 employees are part of the new Burger 
Claim & More family, with each employee having a 
varying degree of experience in the culinary industry. 
Because of the number of employees new to restau-
rant work, Burger Claim & More’s first week served 
as an additional training exercise. From meals for low-
income students to animal rescue nonprofits, proceeds 
from each day of Burger Claim & More’s first week 
went to a nonprofit, including the North Mason Food 

Bank, Mason County Fire District 4 Firefighters As-
sociation and United Angels. 

“Our hope is to offer them more experience, so we 
can work out the bugs and do a better job, find out 
what’s working, what’s not and train them at the same 
time,” said Don Morris.

As Burger Claim & More opened its doors for a soft 
launch this week, Don and Rena Morris said they have 
been overwhelmed by the support from Belfair resi-
dents. 

“We want to be part of the community. We’ve joined 
the chamber, we’re even thinking about moving up 
here in the future, if possible. So, I think, just being 
here, being part of the group and the family and getting 
people in here having a good time. We’re all about the 
experience,” Don Morris said.

So far, Rena Morris has been managing the Burger 
Claim & More website and responding to Facebook 
messages from excited Belfair community members. 
She said she can’t wait for the restaurant to open in full 
swing and to finally serve the residents she has been 
chatting with online.

 “I just can’t wait to meet everybody,” Rena Morris 
said.

Center cultivates a community u-pick 
garden, where visitors only pay what 
they can afford. Farm animals, alpacas, 
rabbits and goats also call the Salmon 
Center home with numerous summer 
camps hosted at the center.

An expansion on the Salmon Center’s 
headquarters, the Fishbowl Amphithe-
ater, is a proposed community space 
slated for use by North Mason resi-
dents, whether for a picnic, a wedding 
or a Salmon Center summer camp. All 
proceeds from the Music on the Estuary 
event go to developing the amphitheater.  

From early afternoon until dusk, 
South Sound bands took the stage. The 
Old Time Fiddlers kicked off the show 
with bluegrass and folk group, Banjo 
Lacey, following. Folk-rock singer song-
writing duo Shannon and Tim continued 
the show, a midafternoon performance, 
before Olympia-based folk-rock band 
Hopkins Switch went on. Rounding out 
the evening with a set of rock n’ roll was 
local band The Varmints.

With Hopkins Switch on the stage, 
event attendees Tessie Gauld and Judy 
Soto laid down a blanket under a side 
lawn tree and took in views of the Salm-
on Center vegetable field and the event’s 
beer garden. 

 “We love the Salmon Center, so ev-
ery time they have an event, we like to 
come out and support them as much as 
we can,” Soto said.

Salmon Center project manager Anna 
Robinson said the Salmon Center is not 
just about the scientific aspect of salmon 
conservation, but also about creating 
a space for performances and art dedi-
cated to the natural world. The Salmon 
Center regularly hosts events that in-
clude music and the performing arts, 
and the center’s grounds feature a myri-
ad of salmon-themed art pieces.

 “I think a lot of people that are re-
ally passionate are also very passionate 
about arts and music and finding ways 
to express themselves. I mean, you can 
see, some of our artists, we’ve got a lot 
of art that is directly related to natural 
resources and salmon conservation. I 
think it’s really important to bring those 
two things together, because it gives a 
common ground for people that might 

not know what we are, what we do here,” 
said Robinson. 

A portion of the center’s mission is to 
introduce the community to salmon and 
salmon habitat and by inviting residents 

out to the organization’s headquarters, 
Music on the Estuary became a full-cir-
cle moment for Harlow.

“Something that I’m really passionate 
about is connecting people with the land 

around them, the space around them. I 
enjoy bringing people here so they can 
experience the beauty of this place and 
know that they can come back again at 
any time,” Harlow said.

ABOVE: Tessie 
Gauld and 
Judy Soto lay 
under a tree 
June 22 at The 
Salmon Center 
in Belfair 
while the 
band Hopkins 
Switch 
performs 
during the 
Music on the 
Estuary event. 

RIGHT: 
Salmon Center 
member Tom 
Brown dances 
with his wife, 
Dorinda.
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Burger: New restaurant employs more than 40 people
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Burger Claim & More opened its doors June 24 in 
Belfair. All proceeds from the restaurant’s open-
ing week benefitted a variety of local charities, 
including the North Mason Food Bank. Herald 
photo by Molly Walsh
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