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Taylor Towne Quarry Now Open!
crushed rock
quarry spalls • rip rap 
All products are WA DOT Approved      
Serving Mason, Grays Harbor, Pacifi c, Thurston and Lewis Counties

We deliver 
or U-haul

We provide 
the best dental 

experience 
possible for the 
entire family.

$69
NEW PATIENT EXAM 

& X-RAYS SPECIAL!

$50 Off
ANY DENTAL 
TREATMENT

FREE
Whitening

after exam, x-rays &  
cleaning is complete.

1829 Jefferson Street, Shelton
(360) 426-8401

www.sheltondentalcenter.com

Come see why 
everyone is smiling!

Only one coupon per visit. With this card. Offer expires 60 days from mailing date. Restrictions apply.

We provide implants, oral surgery, root canals, veneers, crowns, 

bridges and more. Have your dental work done right here  

in Shelton and save the driving for the weekend.

By Molly Walsh
molly@masoncounty.com

After her family is asleep 
for the evening, Rachel Ford-
ham remains awake and pens 
tales of lost love, undelivered 
letters and cross-country ad-
ventures. Fordham’s second 
novel, “Yours Truly, Thom-
as,” was released on July 2. 
Through writing two novels 
and working on a third, Ford-
ham said she discovered a 
whole new side to herself.

A Port Townsend resident, 
Fordham was born and raised 
in Shelton, graduating from 
Shelton High School in 2002. 
Fordham has long been en-
chanted by storytelling and 
when reading would often 
daydream about the next 
chapter in the story. 

“I think I always liked the 
idea of being a writer, but for 
so long I thought that was 
something someone else did, 
someone less ordinary than 
me,” Fordham said in an in-
terview with the Shelton-
Mason County Journal. “And 
so, I didn’t ever really think I 
could.”

With no initial goal of pub-
lication, Fordham took on the 
challenge of writing a novel, 
while raising her family, as a 
creative outlet. Fordham’s de-
but novel, “The Hope of Azure 
Springs,” was published in 
2018 and followed 19-year-old 
Em on a quest to find her long-
lost sister in the fictional town 
of Azure Springs, Iowa.

For her second novel, Ford-
ham chose to revisit the fic-
tional Iowa town after her 
own inspiration struck. After 
touring a historic post office 
in the Midwest, the author 
learned of the concept of a 
Dead Letter Office. After more 
research, Fordham discovered 
that historically, a subset of 
the postal service used meth-
ods to return lost mail to its 
proper destination, including 
by opening undeliverable let-
ters for location information.

“How fun would it be to 

have a character get a lost let-
ter and it kind of consumes 
her and she wants to go and 
make sure it gets where it’s 
supposed to go? It’s kind of 
what started that one,” Ford-
ham said. 

Set in 1883, at the Dead 
Letter Office in Washington, 
D.C., “Yours Truly, Thomas”  
follows Penny and her fascina-
tion with lost letters. Always 

allured by the undelivered 
correspondence, a particular 
letter from Thomas to Clara 
resonates with Penny. After 
uncovering additional letters 
from Thomas, Penny sets out 
to find him. Thomas, who was 
Virginia, leaves his life behind 
for the town of Azure Springs. 
There, Penny and Thomas’ 
paths eventually intersect. 

“Definitely not a preachy 

book by any means, but the 
message is that sometimes 
the hard things that happen 
to us, that sometimes they can 
work in our best interest, too,” 
Fordham said. “So, the pain is 
not always the enemy.”

When writing a novel, Ford-
ham says she doesn’t sleep 
enough. Writing time starts 
for her after her children are 
asleep for the night. During 

her midnight writing sessions, 
and in the first few weeks of 
creation, Fordham prefers to 
immerse herself completely 
into the storyline, creating 
a rough outline charting the 
major plot points of her story. 
A top priority for Fordham is 
fleshed-out characters and 
immersing herself into their 
life story. Clear motivations 
and well-explored emotions 
contribute to her character-
driven storylines.

Fordham also shares the 
excitement with her children 
about the new publication. 
She finds it meaningful that 
as they grow older, they are 
able to enjoy her work. 

Through writing, Fordham 
has not just discovered a cre-
ative retreat, but also a new 
community of readers invest-
ed in the fictional world she 
has created. 

 “I really love by writing 
these books, I become con-
nected to people I never would 
have had connections with,” 
Fordham said. “And I find 
that really rewarding to hear 
from people that are touched 
by the story.”

Fordham’s books are avail-
able at Amazon.com and 
Barnesandnoble.com.

LEFT: Born and raised in 
Shelton, author Rachel 
Fordham has now 
published two novels.

ABOVE: The cover of 
Fordham’s most recent 
novel, “Yours Truly, 
Thomas.”
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Author with Shelton roots publishes second novel
Rachel Fordham  
is a 2002 grad of  
Shelton High School
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